
USA
Regaining our global reputation

US Foreign Policy starts at home



Before Bush
• Reagan – Peace through power
• Clinton - World police?
• Military - Last super power

– Somalia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kosovo, and Haiti

– The Balkans (former Yugoslavia), Northern 
Ireland, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict

• Freedom by example - respect
• Economy – respect
• Technology leadership - respect 
• Human Rights - ???



The Bush years - The decline of our rep
• War on Terror – Found them in Afghanistan
• No they are in Iraq 

– Lies and go it alone
– Preemptive strike – Moving from Defense to Offense
– Freedom Fries 
– Gitmo, Abu Ghraib prison, wire tapes

• Axis of Evil – Iraq, Iran, North Korea
• Withdrawal from ABM treaty 
• National Missile Defense
• Global Warming– prove it to me one more time
• Kyoto Treaty vs. US economy
• We don’t need no United Nations
• Oil prices skyrocket
• Foreign Policy goal to spread Democracy

– The new Crusade



USA declining image

2008 The Pew Global Attitude Project 



Eight Years of decline

South Korea- Up
Tanzania – Up
Nigeria – Up
India – Flat
China – Flat
South Africa - Flat



East vs. West



Greater desire for globalization from 
other countries



No confidence in Bush



US and China take the environmental 
blame

More developing countries
Blame US



Two major worries worldwide



Resulting Reputation
• Bullies
• Delusional leaders
• Us vs. them 

– You’re either with us or against us
• Hypocritical
• Arrogant
• Stubborn
• Selfish
• International Ignorance (Ugly American)
• Evangelical spreaders of Democracy 

– perceived spreaders of Christianity
– Western thinking perceived as Christian
– Global assimilation into US culture (unintentional??) 



Why is the US under attack

• Democracy spread is a threat to 
some Muslims

• Perception of oil control to blame
• Past economic colonialization 

attempts
• US taking blame for global 

economic meltdown



Not everyone wants American culture



Where we are now
• New President

– Most respected world leader
– Spreading Democracy abroad by ”actually delivering a 

better life for people on the ground”
• Moving fast

– Closed Gitmo
– Shifted resources to Afghanistan/ Pakistan
– Stimulus Package

• Global attention
• Made in USA??

– Clinton hits the road
• Listening tour 

• Three D’s Foreign Policy
– Defense, Diplomacy and Development 



Need to convince the Eastern countries  



Goals to regain our global reputation 

• Spread democracy through example
– Joys and benefits of freedom
– Responsibilities of citizenship

• Reduce cultural ignorance at home
• Personal diplomacy 
• Promote our humanity over our differences 

– wealth, race, national origin
• Expose deep-seated global assimilation 

desire/fear for many average Americans
• more



Proposed actions
• Promote cultural understanding in 

Loudoun and beyond
• Input to administration (paper)

– End the wars
– Kill Buy American legislation
– Propose trade and partnering without 

global Americanization
– Help countries without cultural strings

• Get group together to develop more 
actions
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